
Stewards of Creation

Sharing Ways To Care for Our Earth



Attendees spoke about how people need to sustain and renew the 
Earth; God's creation is to be respected, protected and cared for; 
all people are partners in the ongoing work of creation; God does 
not want people to waste what Allah has provided; people need to 
recommit to responsible stewardship of Earth's resources; people 
of faith have a responsibility to adjust their patterns of acquisition 
and consumption to keep climate change in check; and people of 
faith must ask for forgiveness and begin simplifying their lifestyles 
to be more environmentally conscious.

On February 6th, 2025, nearly 50 people, 
including a dozen local clergy, attended the 
Stewards of Creation gathering at Sherwood 

Oaks Christina Church of Bloomington to share 
our common call to care for creation.



RENEWABLE 
ENERGY



The Solar Congregations in Monroe County

Christ Community Church

Community Beth Shalom

First Presbyterian Church

First United Church

Friends Meeting

St. John the Apostle Catholic Church

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church

St. Thomas Lutheran Church

Trinity Episcopal Church

Unitarian Universalist Church

Unity of Bloomington



Solar Panel Placement Options

Angled Roof
Beth Shalom

Flat Roof
Trinity Episcopal

Ground
Unity



Of the eleven congregations in Monroe County 
have gone solar, none of them had to use their own 
operating funds.   

Instead, they used:

➢ $25,000 SEEL grant from the city

➢ $25,000 grant from Creation Care Partners

➢ Funds from Earth Care Bloomington

➢ Unsolicited donations from enthusiastic congregants

And only six received grants to kick start their project!

If you are considering adding solar, SIREN members can:

❑ Walk you through the process.

❑ Send a team to your congregation.

❑ Share documents and experience.

❑ Provide technical support.

Contact us at:  https://www.sirensolar.org/ 

https://www.sirensolar.org/


Priorities for Saving Energy and Money

Whether or not you decide to add solar 
panels, you can save energy and money 
through Energy Conservation and Efficiency.

This graphic shows the priorities for actions 
that saving energy and money. 



Many steps cost little or nothing

Track Monthly Energy Usage

 
 
Seal Attics, Doors, Windows

Install Programmable Thermostats

Do you have several HVAC Zones? 

 



Convert to LEDs

EXIT signs are on 24/7, 
so LED signs 
quickly pay 
for themselves

Another congregation converted the
incandescent lights in their offices 
and sanctuary to LEDs and reduced 
their annual cost by $7,700 a year. 

Their investment paid for itself in under two and a half years. And they've 
saved on electricity costs in each of the following years. 

Both congregations will save even more as electric rates are raised.

Local examples of savings

Install occupancy
sensors and timers 
Reduce the length of time 
lights  ~and fans!~  are on.

In Sanctuaries, 
Fellowship Halls, 
Corridors and Offices 

One congregation replaced (52) 80-Watt halogen with 18-Watt LEDs. They 
paid for the upgrade in 20 months. Then saved $335 or more each year.

New 
LED Fixtures 

LEDs in Existing 
Fixtures



Investments that can pay for themselves
HVAC UPGRADES

How Electric Air Source 
Heat Pumps Work

Post Signs to Prevent 
Overriding Thermostats

The Center for Congregations 
has grant opportunities:

https://centerforcongregations.org/
resource-grants/ 

https://centerforcongregations.org/resource-grants/
https://centerforcongregations.org/resource-grants/


DECIDING TO GO SOLAR

Celebrating Together!

Inspire Your Congregants!



CARBON SEQUESTRATION (“SINK”)
Planting native trees, or a monarch garden, starting a community 

garden won’t save energy or money

And you can 
involve your 
youth!

…but it is a visible way 
to show that your 
congregation cares for 
Creation and our 
community. 

…and our 
community. 



Six houses of worship: CBS ECC STLC TEC UUB UUI Avg.

Electricity 27% 32% 54% 23% 32% 47% 33%

Gas 61% 47% 7% 13% 26% 42% 36%

Following these steps, six congregations reduced their 
average electric usage by 33% and their gas usage by 36% 

from the date each started making improvements:

Katharine Hayhoe asked why would we worry 
if people don’t talk about it?

“Who can talk about it with people they share 
interests with better than scientists?” 

you!

Taking some of these steps

~ and talking about what you are doing ~
  

will energize your congregation. 



Katharine Hayhoe asked why would we 
worry if people don’t talk about it?

And she asked, “who can talk about it with people 

they share interests with better than scientists?” 

you!

Taking some of these steps  

~ and talking about what you are doing ~  

will energize your congregation to take 
steps in their own lives. 



“Hope is believing in spite of the 
evidence, and then watching the 

evidence change”  

Hebrews 11:1, as interpreted 
by Rev. Jim Wallis



A) Creation Care Partners
➢ Motivating online survey

➢ Monthly 
action sheets

➢ Optional support sessions 

➢ Electric monitor slides

➢ and more

1) Using God-Given Resources Prudently:
Task of the Month Programs 







B) Earth Care Bloomington
Monthly fliers on the Earth Care website include 
links to local and national resources





These programs aim to help households 
reduce their energy use by 14% to  25%. 

This is very doable!

Congregation CBS ECC STLC TEC UUB UUI Avg.

Energy 
Reduction 22% 28% 22% 29% 30% 30% 27%

Household Reductions In Local Congregations 
Supported By These Programs:

Your youth can be involved



Electricity from renewables is now cheaper than fossil fuels.

But many of our appliances are powered by gas, oil and propane. 

Our electricity will become clean. Will we?

2) Shifting to Clean Energy:

Educating to Electrify

mailto:ElectrifyIndiana@gmail.com


Electrifying our households is a key 

way to care for Creation

- Rewiring America

“Forty-two percent of U.S. energy-related 
emissions come from our homes and the 
machines we use every day: the cars we 

drive, how we heat and cool our homes, how 
we heat our water, dry our clothes, and cook 

our meals.



When an essential household appliance 

breaks down, the pressure’s on to replace it 

– fast! 



“Educating to Electrify” Program 
for Congregations

1. To introduce congregants to the idea:
• A simple PowerPoint conveying the basics

• Training and support of a lay presenter

2. Access to nuts and bolts help when 
needed

To get started, contact us at: 
ElectrifyIndiana@gmail.com

mailto:ElectrifyIndiana@gmail.com
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